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The EDB's 23rd Presidential Export Awards Ceremony Recognizes Top 

Exporters

The Presidential Exports Award Ceremony organized by the                                                                         

Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB) annually to recognize those who have contributed 

to the export sector, was held for the 23rd time this year on Thursday, September 19 at the 

Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH) under the patronage of 

President Maithripala Sirisena.

This year's ceremony recognized the exporters for their excellence in the financial year 2018/19 

and the awards symbolize the national recognition of exporters, particularly in non-traditional 

products and service sectors.

At the ceremony held with the participation of a large number of exporters, a total of 89 awards -

14 Overall Awards for the year 2018/2019, 42 Sectoral Awards for services and products and 13 

Merit Awards for talented individuals were presented.

The Presidential Export Awards (PEA) initiated by the EDB in 1981, is the most prestigious 

award for exports in Sri Lanka and is presented to the exporters who have made a 

significant contribution to Sri Lanka’s exports.

Winners were evaluated based on their performance during the financial year 2018/19 in 

terms of Export turnover, number of employment opportunities created, Market 

diversification, Growth rate as well as Value addition. Merit Awards presented to the next 

best exporters based on their performance as decided by the PEA Panel of Judges under 

Sectoral Awards.

MAS Holdings (Pvt.) Limited won overall award for the "Exporting Conglomerate of the 

Year" and celebrate export excellence by a Sri Lankan Conglomerate at the Presidential 

Export Awards 2019 and Brandix Apparel Limited won this year's "Exporter of the Year" 

overall award

Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade Malik Samarawickrema, 

Deputy Minister Nalin Bandara, Sri Lanka Export Development Board Chairman and Chief 

Executive Indira Malwatte were also present.
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The award winners were presented 

a prestigious PEA Trophy and a 

Certificate & they have the privilege 

to use the "Award Logo" as a 

marketing tool for a 3 year period.

The selections for the awards were 

done by an eminent Panel headed 

by the Retired Judge of the 

Supreme Court.
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(Winners list)
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http://www.lankalivestock.com/
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https://10times.com/sustainable-energy-expo-a

http://www.lankalivestock.com/
https://10times.com/sustainable-energy-expo-a
http://srilankawood.com/


https://www.screenprintsrilanka.com/

Sri Lanka Exhibition & Convention Centre Paijanindia, Colombo

19-24 Dec 2019

Bandaranaike Memorial International 
Conference Hall, Colombo
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https://10times.com/colombo-shopping-festival

http://hotelshowcolombo.com/

https://www.event.lk/event/view/id/5438

https://www.screenprintsrilanka.com/
https://10times.com/colombo-shopping-festival
http://hotelshowcolombo.com/
http://www.nce.lk/event/jaffna-international-trade-fair/
https://www.event.lk/event/view/id/5438
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Sri Lanka Spices

Spices have been traded globally since the ancient times given their importance in seasoning 

food and serving as medicine. Spice production is dominated by few countries. 

Spices are used to add flavor, colour, aroma to food for the preservation of food and beverages. 

Spices may be derived from many parts of the plant: bark, buds, flowers, fruits, leaves, rhizomes, 

roots, seeds, stigmas and styles or the entire plan – tops. Spices are often dried and used in 

processed but complete state. The following are classified as spices pepper, pimento, vanilla, 

cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, mace, cardamoms, anise, fennel and ginger.

The Sri Lanka, spice sector is dominated by small farm holders with over 70% of the cultivated 

lands representing small holdings and home gardens. Sri Lanka exports around 30 thousand tons 

of various kinds of spices annually. However, the spice sector has a significant potential to 

expand its current reach and contribute to Sri Lanka‘s social economic development by the 

creation of jobs and increasing the export revenue of Sri Lanka, as is it the largest producer and 

exporter of “true cinnamon” in the world.

According to the Central Bank, spices earned $ 330. 3 million in the first 11 months of 2018, but it 

recorded a 11.6% drop during this year when compared to the same period of the preceding year. 

However, the market is expected to change due to the stringent government regulations related 

to food in countries such as Canada, the United Kingdom, France, Italy and the United States of 

America. Several food safety organizations, such as the United States Food and Drug 

Administration, have set high standards regarding the safety of spices intended for use by 

consumers. 
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89,047,484

26,543,088

19,486,617

14,257,977

12,016,214

6,740,495 1,747,597 344,262 201,89883,016
51,665

Cinnamon Cloves Pepper

Essential Oils Nutmeg & Mace Oleoresins

Other Spices and Spice Mixtures Turmeric (Curcuma) Ginger

Saffron Cardamoms

Consumers in the EU, the United States and Canada are paying more attention to 

aroma, health, flavor, hygienic packing and product innovation rather than price. 

The availability of a wide variety of ready-to-use spice mixes will soon be a key 

driver in the global spice market. Organic spices are another fast expanding 

segment, especially in the European, the Middle Eastern and Asia pacific markets, 

Recently, there has been a growing consumer preference for certified organic and 

fair trade spices. 

The country’s spice sector is facing many challengers and producers are finding it 

difficult to sustain their businesses in the long run. They are courageously 

engaged in the sector while facing strong competition globally. Major challenges 

faced by the industry are declining global commodity prices, international tariff and 

non-tariff barriers, competition, the increasing cost of production, lower 

productivity, and the lack of value addition and innovative products.

Innovation is necessary at all levels of our industry, including growers, processors, 

brokers, and exporters. Innovation is also necessary to minimize the cost of 

production. Marketers will be able to find new buyers and capture new markets. 

As a country, Sri Lanka should consciously work towards moving away from the 

vagaries of commodity marketing and produce value added branded products with 

our spices.

By W A Hiranya Hithashini



https://www.figlobal.com/fieurope/
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https://www.showsbee.com/fairs/63016-
Seafood-Expo-Global-2020.html

http://asiarubberexpo.com/

WOFlavours/FRLD TEA & COFFEE EXPO 

annually at MUMBAI IS India's ONLY 

International Trade Fair focused on the Tea, 

Coffee & Allied Sectors featuring Tea & Coffee 

Brands/Products, Machineries, Innovative 

Technologies, Vending Solutions, Packaging, 

ragrances/Ingredients, Certifications, Boards etc.
https://www.worldteacoffeeexpo.com/

https://www.livestockmalaysia.com/

https://internationalpepperconference.com/

https://www.figlobal.com/fieurope/
https://www.showsbee.com/fairs/63016-Seafood-Expo-Global-2020.html
http://asiarubberexpo.com/
https://www.worldteacoffeeexpo.com/
https://www.livestockmalaysia.com/
https://internationalpepperconference.com/
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https://www.ciff.furniture/ciff-the-exhibitions/september-2019-shanghai

"The Heart of Food & Beverage Retail in 

Africa"

Africa's Big 7 is the only food and beverage 

trade show in Africa to bring together 

hundreds of global suppliers with motivated 

buyers from each segment of the buying 

community. Africa’s Big 7 is the annual 

meeting place for food professionals across 

the continent who visit the source, meet and 

gain insight into the very latest developments 

affecting the industry.

https://10times.com/africas-big-seven

http://internationalapparelandtextilefair.com/

http://www.grte-expo.com/profile.html

https://www.ciff.furniture/ciff-the-exhibitions/september-2019-shanghai
https://10times.com/africas-big-seven
http://internationalapparelandtextilefair.com/
http://www.grte-expo.com/profile.html


http://shrimp.infofish.org/
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https://10times.com/professional-beauty-africa
http://shrimp.infofish.org/
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EDB Successfully Conducts 20th 

Exporters’ Forum



Source: web VOL19-ISSUE 09/2019
i



Trade Information

Service 

Contact: H.A.R.S Rajapaksha

Tel:+9411 230 0705/11 EXT: 321

Fax: +9411 230 0715
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Source: Coconut Development  Authority
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Sri Lanka Export Development Board
42, Nawam Mawatha

Colombo 02
Sri Lanka

+94 2300 705/11

+94 2300 715

edb@edb.gov.lk

Compiled by Nadeera Sriyakumara

Ruchira Rajapaksha

0112300705 Ext.321


