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BASIC INFORMATION

Location:

The United States of America located in North America, borders the North Atlantic Ocean to the east, the North Pacific Ocean to the west, Canada to the north and Mexico to the southwest.  USA also shares a border with Cuba at the US Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, the base area is leased from Cuba.

Climate:

The climate of the United States of American vary from states to states.  The annual average temperature ranging from  29  C(77   F) in Florida to 13.3  C(10  F) in Alaska.   Average rainfall range from 1831 mm.  (72.1 in) Arakanasa to 191 mm (7.5 in) Nevada.  Much of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada and Utah is desert.

Area:

The world’s fourth largest country, the United States of America has a total area of 9,628,140 square kilometers, including the 50 states and the District of Colombia.

Land   9,158,019  square kilo meters

Water    470,131  square kilo meters

Population:

280,562,489(2002)

Principal States:

California 34 million, Texas 21 million, New York 19 million, Florida 16 million, Illinois 13 million, Pennsylvania 11.9 million, Ohio 11.2 million, Michigan 9 million.

Principal Cities:

Washington, DC (Capital) 623,124, New York City 8 million;  Los Angeles, 4 million; Philadelphia, 1.4 million; Chicago, 2.8 million; Houston, 1.7 million;  San Diego, 1.2 million; Dallas, 1.0 million; Detroit, 1.0 million; Phoenix 1.9 million; San Antonia 1.4 million.

Density (per square meters):

Mid 2002 – 27.8

Population  growth rate:

0.9% (2002)

Life expectancy:

Total population 
77.04 years

Male


74.05years

Female

80.02

GENERAL INFORMATION

Literacy: 



97 percent  (2001est.)

Language: 

English, Spanish (spoken by a sizable minority)

Religion: 


Protestant 56%, Roman Catholic 28%, Jewish 2%, other 14

Time: 



Eastern standard time

Capital : 



Washington

Holidays: 
(2004)


January 1 
  
– 
New Year’s Day

January 19
  
– 
Martin Luther Jr.s B’day

February 16
 
– 
Washington’s B’day

May 31
 
– 
Memorial Day

July 5 
 
 
–
Independence Day

September 6

– 
Labour Day

October 11 

–
Columbus Day

November 11
– 
Thanks Giving Day

November 25
– 
Thanks Giving

December 24
– 
Day preceding Christmas Day

December 25
– 
Christmas Day

December 31 
– 
Day preceding New Year’s Day

Weights and Measures:  


The metric system of weights and measures in general use.

Education:  

Education is principally the responsibility of state and local government, but same federal fund are available to help meet special needs at primary, secondary, and high education level.  Public education is free in every state from elementary school through high education.

Government:


The USA is a Federal Republic; a follower of strong democratic tradition. Each of the 50 constituent state and the district of Columbia exercises a measure of internal self government. Defense, Post, Foreign Affairs, high levels of justice, and internal security are responsibilities of the Federal Government.  The President is the head of the executives and he appoints the other members of the executives subject to the consent of the Senate.  The Congress is the seat of legislative power and consist of the 100 Senate members and 435  House of Representatives.

Legal System:

Based on English common law, the US legal system has a dual system of state and federal courts.  There is a judicial review of legislative acts.  The US accepts compulsory International Court of Justice jurisdiction, with reservations.

International Organization’s participation:  

Membership:  ANZUS, APEC, BIS, CCC, ASDB, EBRD,LADE, IPRD, ICC, IFC, IMF, ISO, MIGA, OAS, EDCD, UN, UN Security Council, UNCTAD, UNHCR, UNIDO, INICOM, UNIMIBH, UNOMIG, UNPEREDEP, UNRWA, UNTSO, UNU, UPU, WCL, WIPO, WTO, WHO, WMO AND ZC.

Natural Resources:           

Coal, copper, lead, molybdenum, phosphates, uranium, bauxite, gold, iron, mercury, Nichol, potash, silver, tungsten, zinc, petroleum, natural gas, timber.

Currency:
US Dollars.

Foreign Trade :

Total imports CIF US  $ 1,508  Billion.  Total exports FOB US $ 1392 Billion (2003).

Trade balance :   

US$ 116 Billion.

Principal Trading Partners: 

Imports – Western Europe 22%, Canada 22.4%, Mexico 13.9%, Japan7.9% (2003)  
Exports – Western Europe 20%, Canada 19%, Japan 11.1%, China 8.9% (2003) 

