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CEYLON CINNAMON RECEIVED GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION (GI)
CERTIFICATION FROM THE EUROPEAN UNION

The European Union (EU) handed over the Ceylon Cinnamon Geographical Indication (GI) certification - Sri
Lanka’s first GI-certified product. An official ceremony took place between the EU Delegation to Sri Lanka
and the Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB).
The GI application was made by Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB) and supported by the EU
under the EU-Sri Lanka Trade-Related Assistance Project and through technical assistance from UNIDO
and the International Trade Centre (ITC). This, together with support from other private and public
stakeholders, has been instrumental in achieving Sri Lanka’s first GI certification.
EU Ambassador Denis Chaibi said “GI is not only about linking a product to a place; it is about recognizing
the skill and achievement of the people who produce it. In the case of Ceylon Cinnamon, it is an
endorsement of the quality and an acknowledgment of the long tradition and rich history behind the
production of this internationally renowned spice. An enhanced competitive position for Ceylon Cinnamon
in the EU market will increase exports for Sri Lanka, and bring higher income and more employment
across the cinnamon value chain. I am happy that EU’s trade assistance has supported Sri Lanka’s efforts
to obtain its first-ever GI certification.”
Chairman & Chief Executive of EDB, Suresh D. de Mel said this achievement could not have come at a
more fitting time than now when increasing Sri Lanka’s foreign exchange earnings is more important than
ever before. “I encourage our cinnamon growers, processors, and exporters to use the PGI logo and
attract high quality, value-added and premium markets. The EDB and I stand committed to providing our
fullest support to help you reach greater heights in exports to generate more foreign exchange income for
Sri Lanka.”
Sri Lanka is the world’s largest producer and exporter of cinnamon accounting for 90% of the global
market share. Although there are many varieties of cinnamon, Ceylon Cinnamon is pure and considered
superior due to its delicate taste and properties that contribute to many health benefits.
Geographical Indication, which protects the name and trademark of a special product identified with a
particular region and production practice, will differentiate Ceylon Cinnamon from other cinnamons of
lower quality and bring a competitive advantage.
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SRI LANKA COCONUT KERNEL PRODUCTS PROMOTED IN BELGIUM

The Embassy of Sri Lanka in Brussels conducted a workshop titled “COCONUT WONDER - Truly Sri Lankan”
to promote export of Sri Lankan coconut kernel products to Belgium, on 21st April 2022. The Sri Lanka
Export Development Board (EDB), Ceylon Chamber of Commerce and Federation Chamber of Commerce
and Industries coordinated the participation of the exporters of coconut products in Sri Lanka at the
workshop on a virtual platform.
Ambassador Grace Asirwatham made an opening statement about the coconut industry of Sri Lanka and
presented reasons why the importers of coconut products in Belgium should consider importing from Sri
Lanka. Product samples and company profiles of Wichy Coconut, Adamjee Lukmanjee & Sons, Senikma
Holdings, Cocolanka, E-Silk route ventures, Ceylon exports, and trading (Pvt) Ltd, Ceylon Coco Green
Manufacturing (Pvt) Ltd., Renuka Foods, and Enrich Tea and Food Exports (Pvt) Ltd. were presented to the
Belgian importers at the event.
The use of coconut products has been gaining more attention recently thanks to growing consumer
interest in vegetarian, vegan and Asian cooking. Europe’s imports of desiccated coconut have been
growing and Belgium is also among the leading importers of coconut products in the EU region.
The Belgian importers appreciated the quality of Sri Lankan organic coconut products, methods and
technology used in production of coconut products and the zero-tariff concessions provided for coconut
products imports from Sri Lanka by the EU under the GSP Plus scheme.
The Belgian exporters also engaged in virtual discussions with the Sri Lankan exporters. As the Belgian
importers showed a keen interest to continue their interaction with the exporters in Sri Lanka, the
Embassy promised to arrange B2B meetings between the interested parties in the near future.
A cookery video using Sri Lankan Coconut products as ingredients was played during the workshop which
created awareness on the new and innovative coconut products that can be used in confectionery, bakery
and chocolate industry, restaurants and hotels. Despite having a smaller population compared to other
top European markets, Belgium imports 5.8 thousand tons of desiccated coconut to the value of Euro 11.7
million. Belgium also imports around 4% of its desiccated coconut from Sri Lanka.
The objective of the workshop was to increase Sri Lanka’s share of coconut product market by diversifying
the product basket with introducing novel and state-of-the-art new products as per the evolving consumer
needs and expectations in Belgium. Belgium is home to several large-scale producers of chocolate
products, pastries, cookies and other desserts where desiccated coconut and other coconut products are
used as ingredients.

# 02

EDB ORGANIZED MARKETPLACE PROGRAMME FOR WOMEN
ENTREPRENEURS

To celebrate International Women’s Day – 2022, the Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB)
organized an Export Marketplace Programme at Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training
Institute on 28th March 2022.
Seventeen (17) women entrepreneurs registered in the “EDB Women Cell” and New Exporter
Development Programme participated at this programme and the participants presented a threeminute pitch about their business plans and marketing programmes to a panel of judges appointed
by the EDB. The programme was organized with the objective of developing the export capacities of
women entrepreneurs and facilitating to link them to the global value chain.
The Secretary to the Ministry of Trade thanked the EDB for organizing the event at a time the value of
earning foreign exchange is felt more than ever before addressing the gathering, EDB Acting Director
General Mrs. Malani Baddegamage noted that women entrepreneurs should be encouraged to
acquire business-oriented soft skills such as language proficiency, ICT, and problem-solving skills.
“Women entrepreneurs in both developed and developing countries are socially powerful in
education and making a positive impact to the society”, remarked EDB Director - Regional
Development –Mrs. Sepalika Jayawardhana during her speech at the programme.
Out of the 17 women entrepreneurs participate at the programme, five participants were selected as
the best export-oriented enterprises by the evaluation panel and cash grants were awarded to them.
The winners were –M/s Shades IT Solutions, M/s RHS Zone, M/s Priyadi Nature Food Products, M/s
Nature Healing Ayur PVT LTD, M/s Foreconns Canneries. All participants were presented with a
certificate of participation.
The panel of judges comprised of prof. B. Nishantha, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Management and
Finance, University of Colombo, Ms. Ishara Wijemanne, General Manager, Design Academy and Dr.
Premasiri Gamage, Chairman of the Business Development Center.
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TRADE FAIRS PARTICIPATION
DURING THE YEAR 2022
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Did you know that the EDB offers offline and
online export trade statistics services?

Click the link to learn how to get the statistics
and how much you should pay :
https://bit.ly/3s7YvEL
Call our Help desk for more info :
011 2300710
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BOAT BUILDING IN SRI LANKA

The Boating Industry has now transformed from traditional boat manufacturing into a high-class boat
manufacturing industry. In recent years foreign companies have invested in the production of yachts,
speed boats as well as kayaks, and rowing boats used in water sports for the export market.
THE INDUSTRY COMPRISES OF 4 MAIN SECTORS NAMELY:
Pleasure Boats Sector
Commercial Boats and Ships Sector including Ship Repairs
Fishing Boats Sector
Military Vessels
The products and services offered belong to a wide range, from boats of different types and related
but specialized services.
The different types of boats may fall into products such as yachts, pleasure and leisure boats, fishing
boats, passenger, sports, rescue, coast guard, patrol boats, fast attack crafts, and general-purpose
vessels.
Pre-production services include boat design, lofting, plug making, mold making, and supplying of
engine, navigation and communication equipment, refrigeration systems, sailmakers, and fire and
safety equipment.
Post-production services include boat storage and transport devices, diving and fishing equipment,
boat and engine maintenance, and repairs. There is also a well-developed shipbuilding and ship repair
industry in Sri Lanka.
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SRI LANKA CUSTOMS - RATES OF EXCHANGE
EFFECTIVE FROM 25.04.2022 TO 01.05.2022
a
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Webinar :
Road to Sustainability - ESG towards a responsible future in the Apparel Industry

Register now :
https://pwc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lgyRsS1VQM6gEzrttLuilg
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