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EDB HELP DESK
Exporters are kindly requested to contact the following officers during office hours on
working days for clarifications, guidance, and advice on export-related matters and to
overcome issues due to the covid-19 restrictions,
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EDB ORGANIZES STAKEHOLDER FORUM ON ORGANIC
AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS

The Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB) in association with the Sri Lanka Accreditation
Board (SLAB) under the guidance of the Ministry of Trade organized a stakeholder forum on
organic agricultural exports, which was chaired by Trade Minister Hon Bandula Gunawardena, on
27th July at NSBM Green University.
Addressing the forum, Minister Gunawardena opined that a golden opportunity has arisen for Sri
Lanka to solve its foreign exchange problems with the special emphasis President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has given to promote organic agricultural exports. Commenting on the negative
sentiments expressed by various parties about the Government’s plans to completely move
away from chemical fertilisers, he pointed out such things are quite natural whenever a novel
idea or concept is proposed. “At the time I was Education Minister, I faced a lot of opposition
when I proposed to establish a secondary school in Homagama. So called experts were claiming
that it was not going to succeed. However, contrary to the pessimistic predictions of doomsayers
and naysayers, Homagama Mahinda Rajapksa College has today become one of the most sought
after schools in the country, producing top results in A/L and O/L examinations. Hence, we must
not get discouraged by the criticism of cynics”. The Minister said that plans are underway to
establish a chain of retail chains selling organic food products – Sathosa Organic Supermarket –
in twenty-five (25) main cities across the country including Colombo’, the Minister remarked..
Cont. >>>
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Chairman of National Organic Control Unit (NOCU) Advisory Committee, Dr. Sarath Ranaweera
providing an overview of the nation’s organic agricultural exports during the occasion, disclosed
that nearly 400 companies and 30,000 producers are involved in organic agriculture currently
with 60,000 hectares of land being used for cultivation. “Even during COVID, supermarket shelves
reserved for organic food items went empty in the USA, as people are becoming quite healthconscious during this day and age’, he noted.

Addressing the event, EDB Chairman Suresh de Mel observed that a huge demand is anticipated
for Sri Lanka’s organic products and there is potential to earn high incomes from the sector. A
large number of exporters involved in organic agriculture took part in the forum. The absence of
adequate accredited laboratory facilities for inspection and testing within the country and
rejection of products due to cross contaminations were expressed as the main impediments
that restrict the progress of the sector by the participants.
EDB Additional Director General – Development, Malani Baddegamage in her vote of thanks
conveyed her appreciation towards the officials of the Ministry of Trade, Department of
Agriculture, Department of Export Agriculture, SLAB, Sri Lanka Standards Institute, Industrial
Technological Institute, National Science Foundation, and National Fertilizer Secretariat for their
presence and active participation in the forum.
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SRI LANKA GETS BOOST TO SERVE $ 15 B CHINESE SEAFOOD MARKET
Sri Lanka is bracing to re-enter the $ 15 billion Chinese seafood market following a resolution of
issues connected to mandatory health certification.
The General Administration Customs of China (GACC) recently approved the amended health
certificate, thereby enabling the import of fisheries and aquatic products from Sri Lanka from 1
July.
With the involvement of the Export Development Board (EDB) Department of Fisheries and the
Sri Lanka Embassy in China, the certificate was upgraded to meet the quarantine requirements of
the GACC – Import and Export Food Safety Bureau.
Seafood and aquaculture export products are required to obtain necessary clearance from the
relevant authorities of the importing country.
“China is a lucrative market for seafood and aquaculture products such as frozen fish, crabs,
prawns, lobsters and sea cucumbers. This arrangement will strengthen Sri Lanka’s seafood export
market share in China,” EDB Chairman Suresh de Mel told the Daily FT.
He said the amended health certificate would facilitate existing Sri Lankan companies to continue
exports and new exporters to enter the lucrative Chinese market.
China is a key player in global seafood trade and represents one of the largest producers,
consumers, importers, and exporters of seafood in the world. China›s consumption has steadily
grown and shifted toward an increasing quantity of high-value marine species.
“There is a significant increase in our seafood exports to China, particularly shellfish. With the
Chinese consumption pattern, there is more demand for Sri Lankan crabs, shrimp and prawns
and lobster than tuna and swordfish, which are generally exported in larger quantity to other
markets. The key reason for this is their food culture and preference,” de Mel said.
Sri Lanka exported 1.3 million kilograms of seafood worth $ 1 billion to China last year and
graduated from 14th rank in 2019 to 10th seafood export destination in 2020.
China’s seafood imports reached 4.3 million tons worth $ 15.44 billion in 2019 – a 30% increase
over 2018 due to rising meat prices, strong domestic demand, and continued value-added
processing for the export market.
China’s requirements for seafood imports are expected to rise to as high as 18 million tons by
2030. Rising affluence among urban consumers, increased consumption of seafood, and a shift
towards more wild-caught and marine species are among factors that make China a high
potential export market.
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EXPLORING MARKET OPPORTUNITIES IN INDIA
THROUGH AMAZON.IN

The Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB) and Sri Lanka High Commission in New
Delhi, India jointly organized an online briefing session with Amazon India
(www.amazon.in) on 29th June, 2021, to explore the digital marketing opportunities
available for the Sri Lankan exporters in the Indian market via the highly reputed ecommerce platform; amazon.in.
Upekkha Samaratunga, Minister (Commercial) of Sri Lanka High Commission in New
Delhi, India in her opening remarks emphasized the importance of trade through ecommerce platforms especially in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic.
During the briefing, Sidram Kaudaki, Senior Business Development Manager, who is
leading the International Brand Partnerships for Amazon India, explained the vision of
Amazon.in bringing high-quality products from international brands through trusted
sellers by offering prime benefits to them.

Cont. >>>
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Amazon.in intends to collaborate with the EDB and the Sri Lanka High Commission to guide
Sri Lankan brands to enter the Indian market through www.amazon.in. as they are already
partnering with countries such as Australia, Canada, Italy, Hong Kong, Singapore, South
Korea, the US, the UK as well as Switzerland. Amazon.in works collaboratively with Trade
Commissioners, Embassies and Associations to launch country-specific stores and
therefore, they wishes to collaborate with the EDB and the Sri Lankan High Commission in
India to promote Sri Lankan brands among Indian customers.

“Amazon.in is India’s most trusted internet brand. The market value of e-commerce in India
is expected to reach US$ 200 billion by 2027 and the number of people using smart
phones in India is increasing at an exponential rate”, Kaudaki stated. He invited the Sri
Lankan exporter community to make use of amazon.in platform to reach the Indian market
which consists of a large number of upper-middle-class consumers.
SME exporters from the Sri Lankan Gift & Handicraft sector joined this discussion to
explore the opportunities for their products such as home decors, artificial flowers, wooden
& bamboo products, clay products through amazon.in digital platform. During the
discussion, they were able to obtain first-hand knowledge on the procedure of promoting
products in amazon.in platform, legal requirements as well as the challenges in using digital
platforms.
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EDB DEVELOPS A VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING (VET) PLAN FOR SRI LANKA’S ELECTRICAL &
ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY

The Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB) with the assistance of the Tertiary and
Vocational Education Commission (TVEC) has prepared a Vocational Education Training Plan (VET
Plan) for the Electrical and Electronics sector (EEC sector) in Sri Lanka to identify the skill gaps
and training required to satisfy EEC sector needs to develop the Electrical and Electronics
industry to support the national export drive. This was jointly funded by the EDB and the TVEC.
The Sri Lanka Electronic Manufacturers and Exporters Association (SLEMEA) also extended their
support in preparing this report.
Sri Lanka Electronics and Electrical sector has been identified as a key sector in National Export
Strategy. This industry is placed as the seventh largest merchandise export revenue earner
(0.012% of world exports) of the country and with more than 85 companies and over 35000
employees. This sector mainly caters for Automobiles, Telecommunication, Consumer
Electronics, Industrial Automation and Medical Sector. Most of the companies are Original
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) and Electronics Manufacturing Service (EMS) produces.
Cont. >>>
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The previous VET plan was developed by TVEC in 2012, only addressing the domestic industry
sector. Hence, with the assistance of the EDB, the TVEC updated the VET plan for 5 years from
2021-2025 for the Electronics and Electrical Manufacturing and export Industry to address the
overwhelming shortage of manual workers by encouraging youth to pursue education in this
sector. This report has identified the supply and demand for skills in local and foreign
employment, skills gaps and training needs, skill analysis and future trends, monitoring and
implementation plan for the next 5 years. This will improve the supply of semi-skilled and
skilled professionals to satisfy the Electronics and Electrical Manufacturing sector’s needs to
build sales and profits of the industry to support the national export drive. In this process, the
industry look forward to build a dynamic pool of human resources, strengthened by academic
and professional capabilities as stipulated in the National Export Strategy (NES).

The report was presented to Mr. Suresh Dayanath de Mel, Chairman and Chief Executive of
The Sri Lanka Export Development Board, and Mr. Manjulal Waas, President of Sri Lanka
Electronic Manufacturers and Exporters Association (SLEMEA), on 9th July 2021 at the EDB.
The EDB will to work closely with TVEC to address the current shortages in the industry and
human resources requirements for technical, craft and operational occupations at entry-level
for the next five years through this study for the betterment of the Sri Lankan Electronics and
Electrical Sector.
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SRI LANKA CUSTOMS - RATES OF EXCHANGE
EFFECTIVE FROM 26.07.2021 TO 01.08.2021
a
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Let's fight against COVID-19
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