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Its the 25th largest Island of the world; considering the 1,340 Km of pristine palm-fringed
shoreline available for anyone to swim, surf, snorkel or simply soak-up the sun. But why
not, especially the Sri Lanka Tourism, think of moving beyond their traditional 3S – Sun,
Sea & Sand and eye on the beautiful waters for possible developments.
 
.Think of a network of 12 Marinas around the Island, a round-trip of Sri Lanka by BOAT
for tourists and even to arrange public transport by boat. Considering the richness of
marine diversity and the possibility of attracting high-end tourists, Sri Lanka has a huge
potential for nautical tourism activities, the experts believe.
 
Boat building and nautical tourism are interrelated, therefore strategies to develop one
sector would naturally benefit the other. Yacht building, Chartering and Yacht Operation
in the region and beyond is now getting more attention as a lucrative industry in Sri
Lanka. There is a need to diversify country’s export basket and the Export Development
Board is now taking into account the development of all these relevant activities such as
Yacht Chartering, Yacht Parking, Water Sports, other boating and recreational activities
when developing strategies for the boating industry.
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In support of this effort, Sri Lanka Navy has already started promoting sailing and
recreational boating facilities on the territorial waters or the Green Line of Sri
Lanka. “Navy’s Kayaking Expedition around the Pearl” is one such initiative in which
they have marked about 30 interesting locations along our coastlines.
 
According to stats in the year 2018, with 2.3 million tourist arrivals (approx) more
than 11 billion USD was contributed to the GDP from Sri Lankan travel and tourism
sector. Based on such figures and the ‘Tourism Multiplier Effect’, one could forecast
on the potential of growth and importance of developing Boating as a “Sri Lankan
Lifestyle”.
 
~ Based on information gathered at a recent conference on “Boating as a lifestyle in
Sri Lanka”, BMICH, Colombo ~
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