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PRESIDENTIAL EXPORT AWARDS 2020/21
Friday, 26th November 2021 at BMICH



 

Leaders in apparel exports, Brandix and MAS were bestowed with the accolade ‘Exporter of the Year’ for
the 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years respectively, by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Friday (26).

Last year, the Export Development Board (EDB) could not hold the Presidential Export Awards for
financial year 2019/2020 due to the outbreak of COVID-19 and therefore it was held as a combined
awards scheme this year.

The Presidential Export Awards initiated in 1981, is the highest and the most prestigious award
presented by the President of Sri Lanka to exporters in recognition of their outstanding contribution to
the export sector and to economic development of the country.

The EDB this year, recognised and appreciated the resilience, perseverance and commitment shown by
the exporters amidst a number of challenges brought on by the pandemic, and their contribution
towards achieving the goal of the Government’s policy framework ‘Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour’.

New overall awards such as ‘Best Exporter in Product Diversification,’ ‘Best Value-Added Exporter of the
Year,’ ‘Market Diversified Exporter of the Year,’ ‘Best Performing Exporter in Emerging Markets’ and
‘Emerging Exporter of the Year’ were introduced to the Presidential Export Awards scheme this year, in
line with the national policy framework.

In total, 63 export companies were awarded during the ceremony for the past two financial years, with
12 Overall Awards and 46 Sectoral Awards for products and services. The selections for the awards were
done by an eminent panel of Judges headed by a Retired Judge of the Supreme Court.

The selection of the ‘Best Exporter’ for the Product and Services Sectoral Awards was more competitive
as the evaluation was not only based on export earnings, but also several other criteria, such as value
addition, employment creation, market diversification, and growth of export earnings.

The 24th Presidential Exporters Awards was organised by the EDB under the leadership of Trade
Minister Dr. Bandula Gunawardana and the guidance and directions of EDB Chairman Suresh de Mel.
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Vivya, the first-ever Sri Lankan heirloom rice-infused skincare solutions range, is poised to enter in the South
Asian market and beyond.

Developed entirely within Sri Lanka, Vivya is a breakthrough innovation of Hemas Consumer Brands- a leading
manufacturer in Sri Lanka’s home and personal care sector. The Vivya range is a unique -if not an altogether
revolutionary- cosmeceutical solution as Vivya is the world’s first skincare range based on powerful ingredients
of Sri Lankan heirloom rice that creates the coveted youthful radiance in women’s skin. 

The Vivya range consists of day cream, facial serum, face wash, night cream and a cleanser. The entire product
range is infused with the highly moisturising, nourishing and brightening properties carefully derived from
nature from Sri Lankan heirloom rice. These extractions from select Sri Lankan rice varieties are thereafter
fortified through a unique technological process that results in the potent ‘Golden Trice Blend’ found in Vivya.

The Vivya range has already won the hearts of skincare solution seekers in the Maldives and United Arab
Emirates. Vivya’s arrival in global market is the latest addition to the cosmetics product basket of Sri Lanka’s
export sector.

Suresh de Mel, Chairman of Sri Lanka Export Development Board said: “We are excited about the newest
venture of Hemas Consumer; modern-day skincare solutions inspired by Sri Lankan heritage ingredients are
now available to global skincare markets. Such innovative products take our tiny island to the heart of global
skincare market. The EDB wishes this Sri Lankan team of skincare trailblazers the best of luck.”  

There are more than 1500 varieties of heirloom rice in Sri Lanka and many of them have been renowned not
only for their higher nutritional properties but also for their antioxidant powers that generate the coveted
youthful radiance in the skin. These heirloom rice elements, which are now infused in Vivya, powers the care
product range to revive the dull and tired skin to be restored to its pristine youthful radiance.

Sabrina Esufally, Director - Business Development and Innovation of Hemas Consumer Brands said: “Sri
Lankan women have few choices for their full breadth of skin care needs as over 90 percent of the products in
the market are aimed at skin lightening. The Vivya range by Hemas Consumer Brands changes this routine
outlook. Vivya actively works on maintaining the beauty and diversity of the skins of women regardless of their
age, skin color or pigmentation. What is important is that the power of valuable skin care elements extracted
from Sri Lankan heirloom rice is not known globally-until Vivya presented it. The blend of select ingredients
from three varieties of ancient Sri Lankan heirloom rice results in the unique ‘Golden Trice Blend’ that is found
in Vivya.”  
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WORLD’S FIRST SRI LANKAN HEIRLOOM RICE-BASED SKINCARE RANGE
’VIVYA’ READY TO GO GLOBAL

 

From left: EDB Director-General Chitranjali Dissanayake, EDB Chairman Suresh De Mel, Hemas Consumer Brands Director – Business Development and
Innovation Sabrina Esufally and Hemas Consumer Brands Head of International Business Mohamed Shafraz 



 

The Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB) in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Embassy in China and the
Sri Lanka Consulate General in Shanghai has made arrangements to organize Sri Lanka’s participation at the
4th China International Import Expo (CIIE), which is currently taking place at the National Exhibition and
Convention Centre in Shanghai.

This event is held annually from 5th-10th November, and organized by the Ministry of Commerce of the
People’s Republic of China and Shanghai Municipal People’s Government with assistance from the World
Trade Organization, United Nations Industrial Development Organization, China International Import Expo
Bureau and the National Exhibition and Convention Centre (Shanghai) Co. Ltd.

The Sri Lanka Food and Agriculture Pavilion at this year’s event includes 18 companies. The participants from
Sri Lanka will be attending the Expo through their Agents in China.  Further, a common display area is
organized as a cluster of offerings for different products which provides visitors an exclusive experience with
the unique taste of Sri Lanka’s food products. This section includes Ceylon Spices, Ceylon Tea, coconut-
related products and processed food products such as kithul products, sauces, confectionaries, etc. A
company which manufactures and exports eco-friendly, coir-based products is displaying their products at
the Consumer Goods section, and its product range includes Thavasi Brushes, brooms and mats etc.

The EDB believes that CIIE, 2021 is a great platform to promote Sri Lankan products to the Chinese market
and to identify the right distribution channels/ reliable business partners in China amidst growth in the
Chinese consumer market. It is noted that the changes in purchasing patterns through E-commerce
platforms during the Covid-19 pandemic have created challenges as well as opportunities for Sri Lankan
exporters to explore this lucrative and competitive market.

As per the statistics released by China's Statistics Department, its economy grew by 18.3% and retail sales
rose by 34.2% during the first half of 2021. China was the 8th largest export destination of Sri Lanka,
generating an export value of US$ 223Mn in 2020 with main export products being tea, activated carbon,
electronic & electrical products, coir fibre, apparel, mineral sands, petroleum products, pneumatic and
retreated rubber tyres & tubes. In addition, Sri Lanka also has a potential to supply products such as
gemstones, quality spices, coconut and coir products.
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SRI LANKA’S MERCHANDISE EXPORTS CONTINUED ITS ROBUST
PERFORMANCE IN OCTOBER 2021, WITH A NEW HIGH
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Every year, Global Entrepreneurship Week is celebrated during the week of the second Monday in November to
appreciate the contribution of entrepreneurs towards the wellbeing of societies across the world by the Global
Entrepreneurship Network (GEN) – a worldwide platform of initiatives and programmes that are designed to
assist with the creation of a global entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB) Chairman Suresh de Mel is the Sri Lankan representative of the Global
Entrepreneurship Network. The nation’s entrepreneurs – including exporters – played a pivotal role over the last
two years despite serious challenges and obstacles to safeguard the livelihoods of citizens. Particularly, the
contribution of exporters as the prime generators of foreign exchange to the economy has amplified due to the
drying up of tourist earnings, worker remittances, and foreign direct investments in the wake of the pandemic.
The exporter community, demonstrating the true virtues of entrepreneurship, helped keep the wheels of the
economy moving during this turbulent time period which is characterised by constant disruptions both locally and
globally.

The EDB has over the years taken numerous initiatives to propel the spirit of local entrepreneurship to the
international market place. The New Exporter Development Programme is implemented by the EDB with the aim
of assisting Sri Lankan entrepreneurs with export potential to enter the export market by developing their
capacities to suit the requirements of the international market. Currently, 2,054 entrepreneurs are registered with
the EDB for this programme representing all 25 districts in the country. 

Having recognised the inherent potential of entrepreneurship in women, the EDB launched the Women
Entrepreneurship Development Programme which includes a multi-fold approach in order to address the obvious
disparity between male and female small and medium enterprise (SME) business owners.  The main objective of
the programme is to link women and their associated businesses to commercially viable opportunities and value
chains across the world, enabling economic and community development.

The EDB will continue to aid Sri Lankan entrepreneurs to succeed in their endeavours to reap success in the
international market by implementing bold and innovative programmes and activities in the future.  
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A multi-party meeting on enhancing bilateral trade between Sri Lanka and Bangladesh was held at the Export
Development Board (EDB) on 3 November, 2021, under the patronage of the Trade Minister Bandula
Gunawardena and High Commissioner of Bangladesh to Sri Lanka Tareq Md Ariful Islam with the participation of
companies that export products to Bangladesh.
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EDB CREATES PLATFORM TO DEVELOP BILATERAL TRADE
BETWEEN SRI LANKA & BANGLADESH

 

Representatives from several Government institutions attended the
meeting and issues faced by the Sri Lankan exporters when exporting
to Bangladesh were taken up for discussion with the Minister of Trade
and the High Commissioner. About 30 companies representing tea,
cosmetics & personal care products, textiles, electrical & electronic
products, woven fabric & rubber products including tyres and
chemical products have joined the meeting.

Speaking at the event, Minister Gunawardena said that currently his ministry with the Department of Commerce
and other line agencies is working on the proposed Bangladesh – Sri Lanka Preferential Trade Agreement (BS-SL
PTA) to promote bilateral trade for the benefit of the citizens of both countries.

Expressing his views, the High Commissioner of Bangladesh stressed the importance of developing trade,
investment and logistic services including shipping and air transport between the two countries considering the
close proximity and location advantage.

EDB Chairman Suresh D de Mel remarked that the meeting would provide a good platform for the Sri Lankan
business community to share and discuss their views and concerns with the High Commissioner as well as the
relevant Government authorities of Sri Lanka in order to meet the objective of increasing exports to Bangladesh. 

Exporters who joined the meeting physically as well as via zoom platform pointed out the importance of the
Bangladesh market for their products and investments. They direct their concerns when exporting to
Bangladesh to Minister, the High Commissioner and the officials present at the meeting. Among those, the high
rate of Customs Duty for Sri Lankan exports, visa matters and insufficient container ships and flights among the
2 countries were the main issues.

In response to the concerns raised by the exporters, the options available for obtaining visas to visit Bangladesh
were explained. The proposed Bangladesh-Sri Lanka Preferential Trade Agreement will be the option for
receiving duty concession for the issue of higher duties when exporting to Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is a very important trading partner for Sri Lanka within the SAARC Region. The total trade between
the two countries in 2020 was USD 200 Mn and Bangladesh was the 21st largest export destination for Sri Lanka
in 2020 with a value of USD 153.44 Mn.

Key export products of Sri Lanka to Bangladesh are Electrical & Electronic Products, Woven Fabrics, Petroleum
Oils, Petroleum Gases, Textile Articles, Products of Plastics, Nails, Screws, Bolts & Nuts of Metal and Paper &
Paper Products.

Total imports from Bangladesh to Sri Lankan in 2020 was USD 47.89 Mn. This was an increase of 17.29%
compared to the year 2019. Imports from Bangladesh include pharmaceutical Products, apparel, etc.
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SRI LANKA CUSTOMS - RATES OF EXCHANGE
EFFECTIVE FROM 29.11.2021 TO 05.12.2021
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